. Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers
of this world, and repent of your sin?

2. Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injus-
tice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?

3. Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his
grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church
which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

4. As members of Christ’s universal church, will you be loyal to The United
Methodist Church and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries?

5. As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its min-
istries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your services, and your
witness?

Kim Fahlbeck, John Houghtaling, JanLynn Druce Jones, Charles and
Carol Scofield all answered these questions and made a life and faith com-
mitment to the Church of Jesus Christ and Brooke Road UMC. We are hon-
ored by their choice to make Brooke Road the community in which to prac-
tice their faith. We welcome them in Christian love.

Kim Fahlbeck ~ Kim’s mother’s family, the Stewards, have been at-
tending Brooke Road UMC many years. She started attending Sunday
School when she was six and was confirmed here at thirteen. Kim would
like to reaffirm her vows to God and The United Methodist Church today so
she can truly be a member of Brooke Road UMC.

John Houghtaling ~ John'’s interests are volunteering/helping at
church. His reason for joining: feels like a part of the family.

JanLynn Druce Jones ~ JanLynn is transferring membership form
Lake Villa UMC. She is very happy to be joining Brooke Road and thanks us
for welcoming and accepting her into this community of faith.

Carol Scofield ~ Carol works in work force development and loves
gardening, travel, and computers.

Charles Scofield ~ Charlie is a welder/mechanic who loves his motor-
cycle, fishing, and music.

Charlie and Carol will be celebrating their tenth wedding anniversary
next year. They are the very proud parents of Nichole, 20; Charlie, 18; and
Dianna, 13. They are both happy to have found a church home.

What a wonderful witness of God moving in our midst! Let's continue
to grow the Kingdom.

On Sunday, October 18th, we celebrated the reception of new mem-
bers by welcoming five persons into membership at Brooke Road. Many of
you may know them by face while others may know them by both name and
face. We are pleased and blessed that God led their paths to us. Surely,
something exciting is happening at the Brooke. | believe our ministry is help-
ing to transform lives. This was confirmed in our hearing as we celebrated
Laity Sunday, listening to three persons share their faith experiences from
the pulpit.

Pastor’'s message continues on next page.........



I’'m excited by what God is doing here among us and invite you to be a part .[ - . —1
of this exciting ministry. There are many ways and opportunities in which | [hose who l’““{i {
you can participate to further what God is doing. | invite you to discuss thanlesgiving as their
those ways and take those opportunities. sacrifice honor me.

We have seen and experienced spiritual and numerical growth in worship.

We have resurrected and strengthened our youth ministry. We have be- ]
gun Bible Study and seen good attendance there. We have seen and ex- i
perienced an outpouring of love and support of our hands on ministry and i
outreach ministry and mission. We have seen an increase in weekly giv- 1
ing. We have seen and experienced an abundance of God’s blessings.

As | mentioned earlier, something is happening here. And Praise God! It's
growing and making a big difference. Thank you for your gifts, faith, and
services to the Brooke. May God refresh and replenish our souls to do
even more.

=ﬁ: In Grace and Peace
Pastor Chris

Pualin 50623

There is something spiritual and special about gathering, eating, sharing, and discussing in small
groups. | have felt and experienced this spirituality in small groups. | have felt and experienced this
spirituality and specialness in our cottage meetings. | appreciate meeting and getting to know all of
you in those small informal settings. | am expressfully thankful to all of you who hosted and opened
your homes for such a joyous occasion. Thank you to the following hosts:

Leslie Stanford Brad and Boots Baxter
Bob and Carla Fill Gene and Sharon Semple
Cheryl May and GLBT Carol Scribner and Seniors
Judy Parks Vicki Jacobson

It was extremely meaningful and spiritual for me. Thanks for your gracious hospitality. I'm always
open to more (said with a smile)!

Pastor Chris

Join us for the next Diabetes Group on Wednesday, November 25, 2009 at 10 AM in the Library.
Some things to think about:

Neuropathy — the complication of diabetes that affects nerve function seems to be affected by two
things: high blood glucose and high triglyceride levels. It is important to keep both the blood sugar
and the fat levels in the body under control.

Muscle strength — needed for good balance and to do the tasks we want to do decreases as we
age. Inareview of 112 trials that 6,700 people took part in, people who did progressive weight
training 2-3 times a week prevented weakness. Weight training can be any type of resistance
exercise — lifting weights, resistance bands or machines.

Add more vegetables such as beans, whole grains and tofu to your diet to help lower your blood
pressure.

Squash season is here. Take advantage of some varieties: butternut, acorn, spaghetti, pumpkin,
delicate, buttercup and kabocha. Try some different spices instead of brown sugar and cinnamon —
curry, sage, thyme, rosemary, garlic, cumin, caraway, or coriander.

See you the 25™,
ﬂ% Submitted by Joella Warner
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Psalm 66:4: "All the earth will worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will sing
praises to Your name."

Things are moving along quite fast! Pastor Chris’ arrival is causing a revival (of sorts)!

It sure is a blessing to have him and his family join our family.

One of the many Worship/Nurture Committee responsibilities is to ensure that worship ser-
vices are planned to provide the best worship and praise experience as possible. As Chair-
person, | am pleased to see the increase in worship attendance, team spirit and willingness
to look “outside the box”.

All Saints Day service will be Sunday, November 1st. This will be a time of remembering
those who have passed away this past year and years previous.

The Christmas Cantata has been replaced with a “Gaither” style sing-a-long, which will be
held after the regular service on December 13". There will be a potluck between worship
and the musical program. Don’t miss this great “Christmas” special! It's guaranteed to
make you feel like you're with family! What a great way to show our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, how much we love him!  On Christmas Eve there will be two services: 5:30pm
(family oriented) and 10:30pm (candlelight). | hope to see everyone at these special ser-
vices, along with your friends and families!

:ﬁ: Submitted by Cheryl May

...And the good news is:
Brooke Road will be having another holiday celebrat ion with the residents at
Jubilee Center.

As was stated in a previous newsletter, Jubilee Center no longer serves Sunday meals;
however, Robert Parker, Director, has been pleased with previous holiday parties held by
Brooke Road and agreed to open the building January 10, 2010. There will be sign-up
sheets in the narthex during the month of December for donations of Jello salads and
cakes. The generosity of our congregation bringing personal hygiene items throughout
the year is greatly appreciated; the "holiday bags" we fill for the residents will certainly
add to the occasion.

:ﬁ: Submitted by Boots Baxter



Fall into Faith & Fellowship at the Brooke
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nvite a Friend and Fall into Faith with Us!



Thank you for your contribution to the work of Northern Illinois Hospice and Grief Center. Your gift will
help us provide superior end-of-life care for the patients in our program. Because of you, other commu-
nity supporters, and hundreds of volunteers, patients are able to spend the final phase of their lives in
dignity and peace, surrounded by the love of their families and friends.

Sincerely,

Carol A. Bennett

Executive Director

A special thank you to Steve and Barbara Jean Witz, Leslie Stanford and family, who put in a lot of
hours at my house on the Backyard Mission Project. Thank you all, all the helpers, whether you
painted, brought food and drinks or whatever. Your time and efforts are humbly appreciated.

God bless you all,
Donna Hurley

e

"#$ % 90




s The PJ Sunday was an overwhelming success. We collected 165 pairs of paja-
= mas for Shelter Care Ministries. We sometimes take for granted the things we

B o % have. There are children and adults in our community that don’t know what it is
>4 % like to put on paja_mas before bed. _They are so used to sleeping in_their clothes.
EINJ_I Your donations will make a lot of children and adults feel warm at night.

WITNESS

SS
The Witness Committee, in conjunction with several others, will be hosting a Help Portrait event

in December. There will be details coming in mid-November. It will be a great way to reach out
to the community and help people get a family portrait in time for Christmas.

:i% Submitted by Leslie Stanford

" #$

We at Hospice Care of America have a need for volunteers in the Rockford area. We have patients at
home as well as several patients in nursing homes in the area. | am looking for volunteers that are will-
ing to take a 16 hour orientation/training course that | coordinate and then go out into the field to work
with the patient/families one hour a week and up. As a part of the process, | will take the volunteer and
make introductions to the family/patient and will stay in contact with the volunteer during the process.
We will usually meet once a month and then have a quarterly in-service get together for all the volun-
teers in the area. If interested, please contact:

Becky Simpson, Volunteer Coordinator
Hospice Care of America
3815 North Mulford Road
Rockford, IL 61114

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.” —MATTHEW 19:14, NIV

A simple gift. A simple message. Operation Christmas Child
brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations worldwide
through simple, gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of
God'’s love.

“Every shoe box offers an opportunity to share the Good News of
the Savior with a hurting child.”

Franklin Graham
President, Samaritan’s Purse

Please have filled shoe boxes at church by November 22nd.

Information about this ministry can be found in narthex, church
office, or by contacting Steve Witz. Thank you for participating.

Church office will be closing
Wednesday, November 25th
at noon. We will also be
I "#$% closed Thanksgiving Day,

Friday, the 27th, and
Monday, the 30th.

Happy Thanksgiving!




o

Backyard Mission Report:

Steve Witz appreciated the congregational team effort in the house painting project. Autumn
clean-up will begin soon.

Mission Team Report:
Flyers with information and a sample shoe box for "2009 Shoebox Ministry through Operation
Christmas Child" are on display in the narthex and east entrance.

There are 71 homeless students in the Brooke Road area schools. Jefferson High, Flynn Middle
School, Froberg, Nashold, and Riverdahl Elementary Schools will be visited to find ways to offer
hope to these students.

Holiday baskets:

Thanksgiving baskets will be delivered to Children's Home and Aid Society November 23 and
Christmas baskets on December 21. There will be food sign-up sheets in the nathex November
1 through November 15, then again November 29 through December 13.

Outreach \ Ministry

The Turkey Dinner is almost here!

November 14, 2009
4:30pm - 6:00pm
Adults ~ $7.50
Kids ~ $3.75

We are looking at doing some things a little differently than
in the past. | hope you will support us as we grow and re-
focus to be GREAT stewards of Christ.

Reach Out and Touch Someone

We have special tickets you can take to give to someone in need. You just sign your name on
the spot that says “Compliments of” and give them to someone you feel could benefit from a
good meal.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, November 22, 2009. We will have a potluck after church
(meat will be provided). The theme of our meeting is “More Than Just the Pastor’'s Wife.” Our
guest speaker will be JanLynn Druce Jones. She will be giving us some insight as to what
makes her tick. We have all gotten to know Pastor Chris, so come and meet the woman behind
the man.

If anyone is interested in serving on the board of the UMW please let Leslie Stanford or the
church office know. We would like to see some new faces!

# % &

Our next meeting will be Saturday, November 7, 2009. We will be putting together boxes for
Operation Christmas Child and making ornaments for the upcoming Christmas Season. We
have a project for everyone so come, have some breakfast and share in the fellowship of eve-
ryone working together.
=ﬁ= Submitted by Leslie Stanford
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Volunteer doctors, nurses, and social workers are here to give free
basic health care (and referrals for more intensive care) for the uninsured
every Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm (except holiday weekends)
at the First Presbyterian Church ~ 406 North Main Street in Rockford.
(one block north of the Coronado Theatre in downtown Rockford ~ disabled accessible)

Adults, age 18 years and older, with immediate medical needs and no insurance, are welcome.
You will not be asked to pay for the medical care you receive. No appointment necessary.
For more information, call 815-494-1594 or go to www.thebridgeclinicrockford.com.




" #
$ % &' ( )*+),-% ./,
$ %' ( )-+),,- %O/,

1
), & $
+ 21 33,.
# 4
& 4
" 56 6 ( 4
(4
!I
(#) &~

All hands on deck! We need LOTS of help with this
one. On Tuesdays (Nov. 10, 17, 24 and Dec. 1, 8, 15,
22) we will be wrapping gifts at the mall (lower level
near Sears). Ice Hogs Charitable Foundation has
generously donated wrapping paper, tape, Scissors;
the mall provides the space and tables; we supply the
wrappers and good cheer!

Here’s where the “fundraiser” part comes in: we are
able to accept any money customers donate for the
convenience of having their gifts wrapped for them.
Can't get much easier than that for a fundraiser. It
does take a lot of time and workers, but we do have
fun in the process. If you can donate time to this
cause please see sign-up sheet on parlor door or
contact church office (815-398-8914). Thank you.



1st 5th 6th 11th
Connie Harker Mary Danekas Eugene A. Semple Jeff & Mindy Harrison
Jim Groff Fallon Perry
18th
7th 10th 11th Don & Mary Olson

Chris Johnson

Brad Baxter

Michael Dobbs
Ashley Rouleau

24th
Robert & Jacki Shaver

18th 20th 21st

Ida Quist JanLynn Druce Jones Linda Ace

Kaylynn Druce Jones

22nd 24th 25th

Jeff Harrison Brian Olson James Fowler
Jim Zimmerman

28th 29th

Don Olson Georgia Joiner

Velma Proveaux
Irene Stepp

7 7 (

Matt Cowan lan Long Hazel Haile
Matt Crabtree Joshua Mattson Jean N|_mz
Scott Dickson Jonathan Modler Ida Quist

Mason Domanski Grace Rose

Christine Tornow

Jerry Nettles

Josh, Sarah, & Annabelle Clark
Matt, Holli, Erin, & Zachary Cowan
Family of Edna Gates
Marlys Jarvinen

(Mary Olson’s mother)
Lois Puls
Kevin and Steve Talbott
Marvin Thompson
Bob & Barb Williams
Matthew Wittwer



Learning Hour ~ 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
Worship ~ 10:30 AM
(Childcare provided)

Fellowship following Worship

& >
Monday Closed
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Wednesday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Phone: 815-398-8914

November 7

BREAKFAST & BLESSINGS 8:15 AM
November 10

FINANCE 5:30 PM

STAFF PARISH 6:30 PM

TRUSTEES 6:30 PM
November 16

NURTURE 6:30 PM
November 18

POTLUCK at BROADWAY NOON
November 19

HEPATITIS C NETWORK 7:00 PM
November 22

UMW POTLUCK 11:45 AM

GLBT 6:00 PM
November 25

DIABETES SUPPORT 10:00 AM
November 30

STAFF PARISH 6:30 PM

CHURCH CONFERENCE 7:00 PM

BROOKE ROAD

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1404 BROOKE ROAD
ROCKFORD, IL 61109

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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