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So, How is it Going?

In my last news article, | mentioned that 1 was looking forward to Lent so that 1 could take on some-
thing rather than give up something. To this date, 1 have lost 10 pounds and have 19 more to go to-
wards my goal. 1 have almost finished reading one book with one in the wings waiting , entitled

Onion John. 1 will probably start that one before the end of the month.

1 do hope that you are doing well with your taking on this season of Lent. 1 also pray that your life
will be refreshed and renewed as you go through this journey. By the time you receive this newslet-
ter it will be 33 days until Easter. 1t's amazing how time flies. As 1 consider this, 1 think back over
Jesus’ life from the time he was tempted to the time of his death. 1t was three years. 1t's amazing
what he accomplished in three years. He managed to change the world one person at a time. He
brought hope to people who were hopeless. He showed love to people who didn’t experience love
from others. He physically touched people who were considered untouchable. He brought faith to
those who didn’t believe in life beyond death. He gave sight to those who were blind. He released
those who were held captives by demons. He created an openness to children being a part of the
kingdom of God. He challenged the powers-that-be to right the wrongs. He prayed for others who
longed to be prayed for. He fed more people in a day than some soup kitchens feed in a month. He
showed compassion for people who were considered outsiders. The list goes on and on.

As we can see, Jesus did a lot in three years. 1f we would model our lives and practices as a congre-
gation after Jesus what more can we accomplish in one year? 1 am praying that we continue to
strive to change the world for the positive, one person at a time. It seems to me, that we are indeed
doing that through our ministries that we offer. 1am always happy to hear how our ministry has
touched the lives of people, to see their expressions as they share specific ways we made a difference
is utter joy. In many ways we are helping to resurrect lives through the various ways we care, love,
and serve.

1 want to encourage us to continue to do this everyday and everywhere we go. By this we will help
to change the world one person one day at a time. 1 am convinced that not only will the world be
transformed by our actions, but we as well will be transformed. So, let us heed the words of
Charles Wesley, “To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill; O may it all my powers engage to do
my Master’s will!”

Happy Transforming in Christ,
Pastor Chris

Just a Note from Florida

I'm doing fine. Hope you folks are also. Can’t say 1 wish you were here ‘cause it’s cold and raining. No
snow, but cold. See you in April.

Your friend,
Ken Dodge

Thank You
Thinking how much your kindness and caring mean, and thanking God for the blessing of you.
Thanks for all your prayers and cards upon my sister Judy’s death.

Steve & Jeralynn Cox



Please join us for the following service offerings:

///\\/Z ' Palm/Passion Sunday ~ March 28 ~ 10:30am

This service embodies the sharp contrast of Holy Week. In the entrance with the palms we experience the
joyous demonstration of loyalty to Jesus as he enters Jerusalem, including festive Palm Sunday music. In the
Proclamation of the Word and Response we confront and respond to the story of Jesus’ passion, including
somber Passion Sunday music.

ém Maundy Thursday ~ April 1 ~ 7:00 pm

On this night Christians commemorate the supper Jesus shared with his disciples before his crucifixion,
when Jesus washed the disciple’s feet and instituted the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. This year we will
feature a hand washing as we model Jesus’ example of servanthood he showed to his disciples and reflect
on his new commandment to love one another.

f:ﬁf Good Friday ~ April 2 ~ 7:00 pm

We will gather on this night to remember the gruesome death Jesus endured on our behalf. 1t will be a
time of great self-reflection as we see ourselves at the foot of the Cross through the presence and actions
of the disciples and those who followed. We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. While this
will be a very serious, solemn service, we will leave with the hope of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.

This service will focus on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. The Easter Season, also known as

the Great Fifty Days, begins at sunset Easter Eve and continues through the Day of Pentecost. It is the most
joyous and celebrative season of the Christian year. Come, one and all to this service as we gather together

celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion and Christ’s victorious triumph over sin and death.

Royal Family Kids’ Camp of Belvidere

Creating hope and a week of “Positive Memories”

1 KI5’ CAMRS™ for abused kids living in the foster care system

Lend a Hand ~ Become a Counselor or Staff Member
We invite you to join us for a week at camp. As a counselor you will be provided with training
and spiritual guidance, Not only will you make a difference to a child but you will have a beautiful memory
of how you were truly a disciple of God. Contact the camp Director for more information.

For more information on how to become involved with the
children of our community or to donate, visit www.belvidere.rfkc.org
or you may contact Directors Nancy Ramos or Mary Bouray
at 815-544-3479 (Nancy’s cell: 815-566-1977).



Diabetes Support

As we move toward spring, let us remember that monitoring our diabetes care is very important. Moni-
toring can be checking your blood sugars on a daily basis and getting your hemoglobin AIC test quarter-
ly or it can be as extensive as doing the following:

Daily: Quarterly:

Blood sugar testing AIC test

Checking your feet Getting your feet checked
Monitoring your food portions Blood pressure check

Being active

Annually:

Dilated eye exam
Urine test for kidney function
Dental exam

Lipid (blood fats) test

We will continue our discussion using the Conversation Map at the

March Meeting on Wednesday, March 24, 2010 at 10 AM in the Library.

Submitted by Joell a V

Rockford Urban Ministries

Thursday, March 25 ~ 7:00 PM RUM Wish List
Art Simon (brother of the late Senator) Computer
founder of Bread for the World, Copy Paper
will speak on fighting hunger. Stamps & Envelopes
Second Congregational Church Cell Phones with minutes for staff

318 North Church ~ Rockford
RUM Phone: 815-964-711

JustGoods

Fair Trade Marketplace

This norprofit store has the largest
selection of fair trade chocolate, teas,
coffees, unique clothes and gifts.

A project of Rockford Urban Ministries

TuesdaysSaturdays, 10:00 a100 pm
201 Seventh Stree815.965.8903




Senior Adults Ministries

On March 14th, Senior Adult Ministries will have their potluck following church. All are
welcome! Questions? Please call Carol at 815-874-20809.
Submitted by Carol Scr

Finance
CONGRATULATIONS! HOORAY! ATTA BOY! YOU ARE THE BEST! WE DID IT!

Yes, all of us did it. In 2009, we not only met our budgetary goal, we unexpectedly exceeded in
some areas. The good news is that we paid our apportionments in full to the Conference and
we also repaid the Conference for a large amount of unpaid health insurance we accumulated
for the year 2008. The Conference carried us through 2008 by keeping our insurance in place,
and we were thrilled and surprised that we were able to repay it so quickly. To all of you, thank
you. Each and every one of you made a difference.

Recently, 1 heard a speaker state the number one reason people give financially. He said, “It is
because they believe in the mission of the institution and how it makes a difference in people’s
lives.” Time and again, | hear our own congregation say, “l am at Brooke Road because ........"
You fill in the blanks. We all have at least one example of how people and the mission of
Brooke Road UMC has made a difference in our lives or the lives of others.

Our congregation has the enviable position of starting a new year with a clean slate. This is a
very rare position in which to be, especially in these economic times. So, does this mean we
don’t have any concerns in the financial area? We won't tell you that we have all the money in
the world to take care of all our needs. We will tell you this: we will constantly face and con-
quer new challenges; which is a good thing.

The 2010 budget has been approved. Although it is not balanced, we feel comfortable where
we are currently, and will continue to monitor and revisit the budget throughout the year.
Broadway UMC is assisting in the area of Pastoral salary and for this we are very grateful. At
this time, we won’t ask the congregation to dig a little deeper to further assist the budget.
However, we may have to consider asking in the future. 1t is a good thing that we are not ask-
ing the church for assistance at this time. We are fortunate to have a very bright future ahead
of us as the mission at Brooke Road continues to reach more people.

As we did in 2009, the Finance Team will continue to keep you informed of where we stand
and how the year is progressing. We ask that you also keep us informed of changes and needs
in your lives. The year 2009 was a great success for Brooke Road UMC and we have every rea-
son to believe that 2010 will be even greater.
Submitted by Mary Ol

Offering Envelopes

There are usually four months of the year that have five Sundays. In your new box of offering
envelopes you will find envelopes for the fifth Sunday at the back of the box. 1am sorry 1 didn’t
get this information to you before the end of January (which had five Sundays).

Submitted by Lillian

We have added a second “Parable of Talents” to our calendar. Talents
% AP 8¢ ($5) for this project will be available Easter Sunday. Areas to display
.'_., &AL your wares will be available each Sunday between April 4th and May
S == 16th. Please return talents Sunday, April 16th during worship.
The Parag;} the Talents




Hepatitis C Support Network ap

Hint: June 12........Bobblehead P

Answer: See next month’s newsletter

Jubilee

Each person should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administrating God’s grace in its various forms
1 Peter 4:10 (N1V)

In an effort to alleviate some of the requests during the holiday season, our Jubilee Center meal date
and day has been changed to Tuesday, June 22, 2010. We plan to continue collecting toiletries to pre-

Biblical Trivia
What miraculous food resembled coriander seed?

Submitted by Boot s

Dear Saints at Brooke Road United Methodist Church
Congratulations!

You gave your apportionment in full this past year. You were one of 44 Rockford District churches
who gave 100% apportionments in 2009.

1 cannot thank you enough for your strong commitment to our connectional body. In the midst of

continuing economic difficulties, you gave so sacrificially for missions and ministries beyond th local
church, that our conference was able to give 100% to the General Church toward the World Service
Fund, though we could not fulfill our responsibilities at the same level toward other funds.

Yes, together, we have made a difference in lives of many people in our nation and throughout the
world. With four focuses of ministry, we recruited and trained new Christian principled leaders; we
actively engaged ourselves in ministries with the poor; we boldly reached out to the un-churched
through new church starts; we contributed to the improvement of the global health. All the wonder-
ful ministries and missions that we did together as a conference and as a denomination would not
have been possible without your generosity. So, 1 thank YOU very much!

Our tireless efforts to reach out to the lost, the last, and the least of our society with the gospel of Je-
sus Christ will continue this year as we celebrate the fruits of our work and take a leap of faith into
the future again. Remembering God’s faithfulness and trusting in God’s provision, let us be bold in
witnessing for Christ.

With a grateful heart,
Rev. Ouk-Yean Kim Jueng
Rockford District Superintendent



RICHARD TODD PAYNE,
BARITONE

with Julie Gunn, piano

Sunday ~ March 7, 2010 ~ 7:00pm
St. Mark Lutheran Church
675 North Mulford Road
Rockford ~ 815-398-3557
Free Will Offering
Don’t miss this. He’s awesome !

Do you need to see a doctor,
but have no insurance?

You are welcome at the Bridge Clinic

eer doctors, nurses, and soci al
are herefriwmagiiovoeheal th care
(and referrals for more intensive ¢
for the uninsured every Saturday
from 10-2000am m
(except holiday weekends)
at the First Presbyterian Church
406 North Main Street in Rockford.
(one block north of the Coronado The
i n downt own Rockford ~ disabled acces
Adults, age 18 years and ol der, with
medi cal needs and no insurance, are w
You wi ||l not be asked to pay for the
care you receiyve. No appointment nec
For more infor Wax45n4 call 815
or gwwtwot hebridgeclinicrockford. com

A portion of the proceeds help support the Good Samaritan Fund,
a mission fund serving those in need. The plants you order
may be taken home following Easter Sunday Worship.

Name.
Phone:
Plants are $11.50 each
5 Hyacinth Tulips Daffodils Lilies
ﬂ;, by Total number of plants: Total Cost;
. ‘ : In honor of:
AEAN S >
In memory of:
Easter Flowers

Please enclose payment with this form and return to church office
(1404 Brooke Road, Rockford, IL 61109) by March 22, 2010.
Please be sure to mark your check or
envelope indicating it is for Easter Flowers.



March
Birthdays and Anniversaries

1st 6th 8t h
Jim Puls Valerie Orlando Joyce Hairrell
Alexis Scribner
9t h 12t h 13th 8t h o
Joella Warner Sharon Albee Jim Clendening Jim & Bev Clendening
Linda Fosse Lori Marske
Ronna Tewell
15th 18t h 2 ¢
Tim Witz June Swangren Lillian Dietz
Answer to Bible Trivia
Exodus 16:31
In Our Thoughts
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Mission Statement

Our mission is to reach out,
make welcome, and minister
to all people with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ; to grow
spiritually, strengthen congre-
gational unity, and worship
and praise God.

Schedule
Learning Hour ~ 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
Worship ~ 10:30 AM
(Childcare provided)
Fellowship following Worship

Church Office Hours

Monday Closed

Tuesday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Wednesday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Phone: 815-398-8914

Open Minds
\ Open Hearts

Open Doors

BROOKE ROAD
UNI'TED METHODI ST CHURCH

1404 BROOKE ROAD
ROCKFORD, I L 611009

RETURN SERVI CE REQUESTED

Saturday, March 20th
9:00am Noon
All Hands on Deck!



