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We have often been asked how we came to worship at Brooke Road. 
This is our story: First, we must tell you, the reader, that since childhood 
both of us have been led by God, praying about how He would have us 
live and do, for His glory! 
 

In Bob’s early years, his mother took him and three younger brothers to 
attend a small Lutheran church. Meanwhile, Barb’s parents attended 
Broadway Methodist Church until they moved close to the little Lutheran 
church where Bob was. At the age of nine, Barb was invited to attend a 
tent camp meeting (corner of Sandy Hollow and 11th St.) where she gave 
her heart to the Lord. Bob, however, accepted Christ while he was in the 
Army, at a Youth for Christ Rally in Seattle, Washington in 1945. Since 
then we both have always sensed God’s love, guidance, and forgiveness. 
We continue to learn daily through reading and studying God’s Word, and 
prayer - thus strengthening us for each new day. 
 

God works in mysterious ways to plant us where He wants us to serve 
Him.  
 

We met Cheryl May, who lovingly suggested we visit Brooke Road. We 
found “The Brooke” to be a place of belonging immediately, with believ-
ers who accepted us “Lutherans” and made us feel so welcome. It is a 
church of loving, caring, and giving people serving the Lord in various 
ways, meeting the needs of hurting people whenever and wherever pos-
sible, as the Lord leads. We continue to grow our faith through The 
Brooke’s music ministry under the direction of the talented Vicki J, and 
give praise for her dedication and inspiration. God is so good!  
 

Our growth doesn’t stop here. It continues with new found joy in the Lord 
for sending this congregation its new Shepherd, Pastor Chris. He is truly 
a man of God who brings new meaning to the scriptures. Thanks be to 
God! 
 

We leave you all with this thought: If you ever need a truer friend (we call 
Him Jesus), you’ll learn of and find Him at “The Brooke.” 
 
 
 
 

                                                             Bob and Barb Williams 
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“I am about to do a new thing: it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilder-
ness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give 
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I 
formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.” 
 

As we continue through the season of Spring and look forward to Summer, God is about to do a new 
thing. We are continuing our conversations and discussions toward merger with Broadway UMC. 
Many exciting things are unfolding before us and we can feel the excitement in the air. 
 

On April 25, 2010, the church councils of The Brooke and Broadway UMC met to discuss various 
aspects of the merger. It was a great, exciting meeting which consisted of fellowship, a meal, and 
lots of discussion, questions, and some dreaming. It was a spiritual moment as feelings of grief were 
shared and expressed and many were cared for and listened to. We saw and felt a mutual love and 
care for each other as sister church councils which gave us confidence and assurance in moving for-
ward in the process. Yes, God is about to do a new thing and it is springing forth before us. We are 
perceiving it. 
 

At this joint council meeting we discussed six areas in an attempt to get to know each other and dia-
logue about the merger. The six areas consisted of the following: Feelings When you First Heard the 
“M” Word; Hopes and Dreams; Fears and Concerns; Trust and Relationships; Joys; and Questions 
for the District Superintendent. 
 

It was an opportunity for all of us to be open and honest in sharing our true feelings and praise God, 
everyone had an opportunity to do so and actually shared. By the time the meeting ended, everyone 
was a part of each other, even though some unsure feelings existed. Yet everyone felt heard and 
appreciated the meeting. 
 

It is my intent to always have open and honest dialogue about the process and decisions that need 
to be made concerning the merger. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at the 
church or on my cellular phone. 
 

So, “What’s next?” you ask. Well, I’m glad you asked that question. Since our joint council meeting a 
few more meetings have taken place. Broadway UMC met with the District Superintendent for a time 
of question and answers for further clarification. That meeting was a great success and everyone 
was satisfied with the answers provided. The church council at Broadway voted to pursue merger 
and decided to vote also on when to start worshiping with The Brooke. They feel it will be easier and 
better to start the relationship during the Summer so a routine is in place when the vote is taken at 
both churches. 
 

On May 23, 2010, Broadway UMC voted to begin worshiping with us on July 4, 2010 at 9:00 am. To-
gether we will journey toward merger. They are excited and at the same time saddened about this 
new experience. We need to recognize that this is a sad/sweet time for them in their church history 
and we need to help care for and be sensitive to their needs and feelings as we worship together. 
 

There are still many things to iron out in this process which will involve lots of paperwork and meet-
ings. I will endeavor to keep you informed of the events as they unfold. As we continue the journey, 
we will need to consider how we organize ourselves with representation of both churches in every 
aspect of our newly merged congregation. 
 

As members of The Brooke, we will have to call a special church conference to take a vote on the 
merger. As we get closer to this special meeting, we will publish the date and time of this meeting 
well in advance so that everyone can make every effort to workout schedule differences. In the 
meantime, the church councils (leaders) of both churches will be very actively involved in this proc-
ess and will serve as our transitional team. However, these are open meetings and anyone who is 
not on the church council is welcome to attend and be an active part of the process. 
 

 
                                                                                                           Pastor’s message continues on following page….. 



june 2010 june 2010 june 2010 june 2010 • the brooke  the brooke  the brooke  the brooke • 3 3 3 3 

 

Brooke Road Yellow PagesBrooke Road Yellow PagesBrooke Road Yellow PagesBrooke Road Yellow Pages  

    

We have a wonderful way to reach out and help our friends and 
neighbors: “The Brooke Yellow Pages.”  All are welcome to list services 
they would be willing to provide by filling out a form with the information 
about your service.  It could be computer repair, babysitting, landscaping, 
transportation, meals, desserts, etc. There is no charge to list your ser-
vices. It is hoped this will be a way to reach out and help our members 
and friends.  Donating some (or all) of your fees to the church or a mission is also an appreciated 
option.  The “BYP” box and blank forms are in the church office.  Please check it out if you need 
something! 
 

We still need volunteers to serve Fellowship.  We are good through the end of April.  After that, 
there are too many blank spaces. It is fun and simple and we all love Fellowship! 
 

Please remember to save your aluminum cans for Backyard Missions! 
 
                                                                                                                                         Submitted by Kim Fahlbeck 

 

Pastor’s message continues….. 
 
 

With all of this said, please keep both congregations in prayer as we journey together. I am 
excited about what God is doing in our midst. Isn’t it amazing what has happened within a 
year? The opportunities are endless with what we can do together and the possibilities are 
great for what we can accomplish. 
 

Let us go forth together to make this merger a reality and to perceive what Our Magnificent 
God is doing in our midst. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Chris 

 

Graduation Celebration 
for Jacob Druce Jones 

 

Saturday ~ June 5th 
2:00pm - 4:00pm 

Founders Hall 

 
Old Fashioned Church Picnic 

 

Sunday, July 18, 2010 ~ 9:00am   
Dahlquist Park 

 

3251 Oak Grove Avenue  
(near Valley View high rise) 

 

We will have worship in the park, 
followed by food and games.  
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Diabetes CornerDiabetes CornerDiabetes CornerDiabetes Corner 

May 26, 2010 was the last meeting of the Diabetes Group until we meet in September.  Have 
a wonderful summer and use the tools we’ve discussed to keep your diabetes in control. 
 

Some things to keep in mind: 

∗ To lower your risk of getting diabetes-related eye, nerve, and kidney diseases, 
keep your A1C at the normal level of 6.4% or less. 

∗ To maintain or lose weight, use a regime of eating fewer calories and increasing 
activity. This regime is healthier than eating fewer calories alone. 

∗ When you exercise (a regular daily activity) you gain in fitness, better lower-
density-lipid (LDL) and blood pressure levels and increased insulin sensitivity 

      (insulin works better). 
∗ As summer fruits and vegetables become available, eat these fresh foods to have 

variety in your food plan. 
 

Thanks to each of the persons who came to the Diabetes Group meetings. Your atten-
dance and support help each other.  Put September 22, 2010 on your calendar as we be-
gin the Fall session. 
 

                                                                                                                                                          Submitted by Joella Warner 

United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist WomenUnited Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women    
The Thrift Shop is now closed for the summer. I would like to take a moment to thank everyone 
who has helped make the shop such a success.  
 

We are looking for some people who are willing to help organize and lead the United Methodist 
Women to bigger and better things. Can you volunteer to lead a women’s group during the day 
or on weekends? Our group needs “U” to bring a new face to the UMW. Let’s help make our 
group known for more than bake sales and dinners. 
 

If you have any questions or comments feel free to contact me (H-815-873-7117  C-815-714-
7786). 
 
                                                                                                                                             Submitted by Leslie Stanford 

Blessings BoutiqueBlessings BoutiqueBlessings BoutiqueBlessings Boutique    
We completed our first clothing give-away of 2010. This event was hosted by our ministry 
partners at Broadway UMC. By having the give-aways at two different locations, we should 
be able to reach more families in our area. 
 

If you were unable to help at this event, watch for our next one at Brooke Road in Septem-
ber. 
 

Thanks to all who donated items or time during the Give-Away. 
 
                                                                                                         Submitted by Leslie Stanford 
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Can We Do It?Can We Do It?Can We Do It?Can We Do It? 

My name is LaVerne Ohlwine. I am a member of the Roscoe UMC. On Saturdays for the past year 
and a half, I have taken my Toro diesel mower from Roscoe to Dixon (approximately 130 miles 
round trip) to mow or help mow 30 acres at Camp Reynoldswood. Most of the time I am the only 
person mowing. The camp has a tractor mower and an old John Deere mower that’s in very bad 
shape that can be used to help with mowing. With only me mowing it takes about ten hours to mow 
the main areas, leaving areas along the river and cabins unmowed. I’d rather do more physically 
demanding jobs like weed whacking, sawing and trimming trees, splitting wood, chipping limbs, 
etc. The camp has need for individuals with trade skills - such as carpenters, painter, plumbers, 
surveyors, HVAC, landscaping, etc. as well as general laborers like me. 
 

I pray that you would encourage people from your church to help with the mowing or other tasks 
some Saturday, or schedule a work day at the camp. The camp also has a need for people with 
vision that can bring forth ideas to better utilize the camp’s natural resources. If a Saturday does 
not work, they can go during the week or if they are close, they can go some afternoon or evening. 
THERE IS PLENTY TO DO ANYTIME!  I’m not asking that your church provide a volunteer every 
week or every month, only that someone from your church helps at least once a year. 
 

Why are volunteers necessary? Because there are very pressing needs at the camp and it’s our 
camp- - -a gift from GOD. There is no one employed for maintenance. Rev. Moore is responsible 
for every aspect of the camp: the staff, the campers coming, staying and going, maintenance, food 
service, wood cutting and splitting, installing plastic on windows, etc. It is unconscionable that the 
camp does not generate enough revenue from camping, etc, to support a maintenance person and 
funds necessary to maintain existing facilities and equipment, or to make it more suitable for adult 
retreats, etc. They have no funds for replacing broken or failed equipment. It’s a catch-22! 
 

If your members think Camp Reynoldswood is too far, please ask them to consider helping by 
starting a project to raise funds. The camp is approximately 160 acres on the Rock River. Your 
church can be on my way from Roscoe to Dixon. I’d be happy to give a ride to anyone willing to 
help. I usually leave Roscoe by 5:30am and return by 6:00pm. I can take four people with me. If I 
come back too late for anyone, I’ll change the return time to accommodate their schedule. Please 
call Pastor Chris or church office if you are interested in this project. Thank you. 

Rockford Rainbow GroupRockford Rainbow GroupRockford Rainbow GroupRockford Rainbow Group    
Rockford Rainbow Group (formerly Reconciling Journey of Rockford) understands the fear and dis-
tain GLBTQ persons have for “organized” religion. They have been mistreated by so-called 
“Christians” for centuries and had the Bible used against them to further condemn their “sin.” So it 
is understandable why they are fearful or have no interest to step foot in a church. For this reason, 
Rockford Rainbow has changed their name and location to better represent/serve the group. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You” to Brooke Road Church and its many 
wonderful and supportive members who have shown us the true meaning of being a Christian.  
You are forever in our hearts. 

Rockford Rainbow Group 
7120 Windsor Lake Parkway ~ Suite 202 (upstairs ~ Spectrum Rockford) 

Loves Park, IL 61111  ~ 815-871-2831 or 815-601-3859 (Cheryl) 
 

We are a spiritually-centered gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning and their allies  
group offering book, movie and current event discussions, helping each other through experi- 

ence. You are welcome regardless of where you are, or are not, on your spiritual journey.  
 

Meetings every 2nd and 4th Friday of each month ~ 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
Next meeting: Friday ~ June 11, 2010                                  

                                                                           Submitted by Cheryl May 
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Dear Pastor Jones, 
 

Thank you for being a friend to the homeless! We send heartfelt thanks to you for your sup-
port of the Carpenter’s Place mission to provide the tools necessary to rebuild the broken 
lives of homeless men and women! Your kindness, generosity and $246.00 donation are 
greatly appreciated! 
 

Your gift is an investment in human lives. It gives homeless men and women access to 
what most of us take for granted, such as: 
• a place to go during the day to be out of the inclement weather 
• breakfast and lunch 
• bathroom and telephone to use 
• respectful support and encouragement during tough times 
 

Your support also provides the keys to success for our homeless guests: 
• holisitic case management with an individual Life Recovery Plan 
• assistance with securing a job and apartment 
 

Thank you for your compassion and helpfulness that are making positive life changes pos-
sible for homeless people working to rebuild their lives! From January 2009 through De-
cember 2009, 321 secured housing and 114 obtained employment. With your help, those 
amazing life changes will continue throughout 2010.  
 

We truly thank you and your beautiful church family for being mission partners with  
Carpenter’s Place. 
 

May Hope and Joy fill your life and May God Bless You Abundantly! 
 

Kay Larrick 
Executive Director 

Dear Friends in Christ at Brooke Road United Methodist Church, 
 

Thank you very much for the $200 contribution, and for your long time support. I know you 
have lots of other places you could put your hard earned dollars. 
 

Brooke Road UMC has assisted RUM in its Rockford Work Camps program, reaching out 
to neighborhoods, and keeping the executive director on the straight and narrow! 
 

I really enjoyed, and was seized by the Spirit, when I spoke at Brooke Road in April. You 
are so welcoming! 
 

Your gift of Judy Parks as your RUM representative, the many times I’ve enjoyed the cook-
ing skills of Carol Scribner and the kitchen staff (we will return!), and the miracles of Steve 
Witz teach me how to do ministry. 
 

May our partnership grow in the future. Rockford Urban Ministries is the best job I’ve ever 
had, so I hope to spend another 25 years doing this. 
 
 
 
 

Yours in Christ’s Love, especially for the City 
 

Stanley Campbell 
Executive Director 
Rockford Urban Ministries 
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We are asking everyone to bring a sack lunch and meet in Founders Hall after church. 

We’ll have lunch together then begin sorting. If you have other times you can help we will 

have sorting instructions at the church. 

 

Rummage Sale 

June 26th 

9am - 3pm 

R___MMAGE  SALE 
U are a very important part of our sale! 

SORTING   SUNDAYS 
June 6 & 13 

Following Worship through 2:00 PM 

Your Trash is Our Treasure! 
We are taking donations for this year’s sale.  We’ll take all items that are clean  

and in working order: clothing, household goods, furniture, appliances, toys, etc. 

You bring it   ~  Dealin’ Dale will sell it! 

Please mark your donations “Rummage Sale” and bring to church.   

If you need donations picked up, call church (815-398-8914)  

or Leslie Stanford (815-713-7786) for arrangements. 

The success of this event depends on everyone’s help. 

—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —   —-   —-   —-   —-   —   
 

DONATION RECEIPT 

DATE  _______________    NAME ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Donated items to Brooke Road UMC Rummage Sale 

Types of items donated________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Estimated value of items ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

BRUMC Rummage Sale Committee thanks you for your donation! 



JustGoodsJustGoodsJustGoodsJustGoods    
                    

Fair Trade MarketplaceFair Trade MarketplaceFair Trade MarketplaceFair Trade Marketplace    
 

This non-profit store has the largest  
selection of fair trade chocolate, teas,  

coffees, unique clothes and gifts. 
 

A project of Rockford Urban Ministries 
 

Tuesdays - Saturdays, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
201 Seventh Street ~  815.965.8903 
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Stamps 

Glade Plugins  
(please check with office for exact product) 

Kleenex 
White Paper (20#) 

                                             

Thank you for your past support of Rockford Area Habitat for             
Humanity and our homeowners.  We are 84 homes strong and boast 
over 380 children and adults living in safe, affordable housing.                
 
 

The Habitat ReStore, located in North Towne Mall, is our major 
fundraiser.  We sell new and gently-used building supplies to the public.  Not only are we raising 
money to build affordable homes,  we are reusing good material that is donated instead of being 
buried in a landfill. 

 

What’s new with the ReStore?  We are now open FOUR days a week, Wednesday through Satur-
day.  Our hours are 10:00 am – 6:00pm during the week and 10:00am – 4:00pm on Saturdays. 
 

What else is new?  We now accept and sell “hard” furniture: desks, tables, entertainment centers, 
file cabinets, etc.  Stop in for a visit! 

Please contact Dorothy Carpenter  
at 815-398-7352 or church office  

at 815-398-8914 if you would like a  
name “sent through” the prayer chain. 
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 Do you need to see a doctor, but have no insurance?Do you need to see a doctor, but have no insurance?Do you need to see a doctor, but have no insurance?Do you need to see a doctor, but have no insurance?    
You are welcome at the Bridge ClinicYou are welcome at the Bridge ClinicYou are welcome at the Bridge ClinicYou are welcome at the Bridge Clinic        

    
    

Hepatitis C Support NetworkHepatitis C Support NetworkHepatitis C Support NetworkHepatitis C Support Network 

 
Please join the Northern Illinois Chapter of the American Liver Foundation 
on June 12, 2010 from 3:00pm to 6:00pm for the Liver Life Walk.  It will 
be held at the Road Ranger Stadium (AKA the Rockford Riverhawks Sta-
dium). 
 

Proceeds will be used for research of all liver diseases, which includes 
hepatitis C.  Our support group will be helping during the walk.  

 

Volunteer doctors, nurses, and social workers are here to give free basic health  
care (and referrals for more intensive care) for the uninsured every Saturday from  

10:00am - 2:00pm  (except holiday weekends) at the First Presbyterian Church   
406 North Main Street in Rockford.(one block north of the Coronado Theatre in  

downtown Rockford ~ disabled accessible). Adults, age 18 years and older, with  
immediate medical needs and no insurance, are welcome.  You will not be asked to  

payfor the medical care you receive.  No appointment necessary.  For more  
information, call 815-494-1594 or go to www.thebridgeclinicrockford.com. 

Dental Hygiene ClinicDental Hygiene ClinicDental Hygiene ClinicDental Hygiene Clinic     

    
 

Rock Valley College’s Dental Hygiene program is looking for patients that have not received 
regular routine dental hygiene care (cleanings) for at least three years.  The clinic offers low-
cost dental hygiene preventative dental services.  The clinic serves insured and  uninsured 
populations, at nominal fees. 

Patients will receive a full oral examination, medical history, oral cancer screening and dental 
cleanings.  All work is done under the supervision of clinical instructors consisting of registered 
dental hygienists and licensed dentists. 

Some additional services available to patients include x-rays, fluoride treatment and more. 

Due to the educational nature of the program, several appointments will be necessary to com-
plete care.  Please expect multiple appointments three and one half hours in length. 

The Dental Hygiene Clinic is located in RVC’s Stenstrom Center for Career Education at 4151 
Samuelson Road just east of Jefferson High School in Rockford.                                                      

For more information about this clinic or to schedule an appointment, please call 815-
921-3235 



 
 
 
 

 

2nd_____________________ 
Robert & JoAnne McKinney 
 
 
 
 

8th_____________________ 
Don & JoAnne Carlson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th____________________ 
Randy & Jan Cook 
 
 
 
 

20th____________________ 
Darrel & Mary Danekas 
 
 
 
 

25th____________________ 
Charles & Judy Parks 
 

1st                               5th                                     8th______________ 
Dorothy Manning            Randy Cook                                           Judy Zimmerman 
                                     Joe Warner 
 

9th                               10th                                                14th_____________ 
Michelle Boese                 John Dean                         Kim Weisser 
Steve Witz                                Indanasha Druce Jones 
                                     Dennis O’Hara 
                                                                                                                                                    

15th                             17th                                                18th_____________                                    
Don Carlson                     Jazmin Semple                                        Kyle Stanford 
                                                                                   Laurece Thompson                  
 

19th                             21st                                      24th_____________ 
Lola Olmstead                 Gail Knight                             Dillon Druce Jones 
                                                                              Sara Helser 
                                                                                Cora Wallace 
26th                                 30th____________      _____________________ 
Shelby Coleman                Jack O’Hara 
Joanne Talbott                                     

 

Ian Long 
Joshua Mattson 
Jonathan Modler            

Jerry Nettles 
Christine Tornow 

   Matt Cowan  
       Matt Crabtree  

Scott Dickson  
Mason Domanski    

Chad Fosse 

    Our HomeboundOur HomeboundOur HomeboundOur Homebound 

               

 Hazel Haile  
Jean Nimz 

   Ida Quist                                                               
         Grace Rose      

Our MilitaryOur MilitaryOur MilitaryOur Military                         Family and FriendsFamily and FriendsFamily and FriendsFamily and Friends                                         

                

                     Dave Denicolais 

        Family of Dan Firkins 
         Bill Talbott 

        Steve Talbott       

         Ruth Winger 
         Tim & Kimberly Witz         

        Family of Matthew Wittwer        

JuneJuneJuneJune    
Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries    

In Our Thoughts In Our Thoughts In Our Thoughts In Our Thoughts 
and Prayersand Prayersand Prayersand Prayers    
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BROOKE ROAD                                                               

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1404 BROOKE ROAD                       

ROCKFORD, IL  61109    

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED    

Church Office HoursChurch Office HoursChurch Office HoursChurch Office Hours    
Monday                    Closed  
Tuesday          9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Wednesday  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Thursday        9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 Friday                 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM    

 

Phone:  815-398-8914 

 

Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement    
 

Our mission is to reach out, 
make welcome, and minister 
to all people with the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ; to grow  
spiritually, strengthen congre-

gational unity, and worship  
and praise God. 

Sermons & Scriptures for June 
 
 

June 6th 
“Paul’s Vitae Didn’t Transform Him” 

Scripture:  Galatians 1:11-24 
 

June 13th 
All Music Worship 

 
June 20th 

“Sometimes God is Silent” 
Scripture:  1 Kings 19:1-15a 

July and August 
 

Summer Children’s Church ~ 9:00am 
(5years - high school) 

 
 

Worship ~ 9:00am 
(Nursery available for NB - 4years) 

 
 

Following Worship  ~ Fellowship 


