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Usually after Thanksgiving we begin to hear the Chr istmas music, see 
Christmas lights and decorations, or see Christmas commercials and 
department store sales. This year it began quite ea rly; as early as  No-
vember 1, 2009. I must admit, I don’t like it becau se it seems that Ad-
vent has been glossed or skipped over. I look forwa rd to Advent be-
cause it prepares me for Christmas. How can a perso n adequately pre-
pare for Christmas when there is no Advent? 
 

In the Christian faith and tradition, Advent is a s pecial season of four 
weeks before Christmas. Advent derives from the Lat in word 
“Adventus” which means “coming.” The season proclaims t he coming 
of Christ – whose birth we prepare to celebrate onc e again, who comes 
continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in  final victory we an-
ticipate. Each year Advent calls the community of f aith to prepare for 
these comings; historically, the season was marked by fasts for prepa-
ration. 
 

Now, let’s compare the understanding with what’s ha ppened this year 
with the culture’s preparation for Christmas. 1) Ad vent is a season of 
four weeks before Christmas. This year, the commerc ials and sales 
started November 1 st. That’s eight weeks before Christmas. 2) Advent 
proclaims the coming of Christ. This year and every  year it seems, we 
are led to prepare for a person in a red suit and d oor busters and mega 
sales. 3) Historically, Advent was marked by fasts.  This year and every 
year we are encouraged to have parties and eat and be merry in prepa-
ration for Christmas. 
 

Do you see something wrong with this picture? What happened to the 
meaning of Advent and Christmas? If Advent is about  preparing for 
Christ’s coming and Christmas is about celebrating God’s greatest gift 
to humanity, what are we really preparing for and c elebrating in our 
culture? It would be nice to see a store sign that says, “Happy Advent” 
or “Happy Birthday Christ!” or  “Celebrating God’s Gre atest Gift,” etc. 
But I don’t believe we will see such signs. 
 

As Christians and members of a Christian congregati on, I hope that we 
will help to bring back the meaning and importance of Advent. It truly is 
bigger than door busters, mega sales, and parties. I hope that we will 
help to bring back the meaning and importance of Ch ristmas. It’s big-
ger than the man in the red suit. It’s about our sa lvation. It’s a life line 
celebration of love from God who loves us more than  anyone on earth 
could ever love us. 
 

 I like how Charles Wesley sought to remind us of A dvent. And maybe 
as we sing it in our hearts, something special and profound will hap-
pen. “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set th y people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our  rest in thee. Israel’s 
strength and consolation, hope of all the earth tho u art; dear desire of 
every nation, joy of every longing heart.”              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Pastor’s message continues…….. 
                                                                                                                               



 

“Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, born to reign in us forever, now thy 
gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit  rule in our hearts alone; by thine all suffi-
cient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.” 
   

Happy Advent!  

Pastor Chris 
 

Submitted by Joella Warner 
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The next 4-6 weeks will bring many gatherings and m ost of them will have a food compo-
nent.  How will you balance your diabetes managemen t during these events?  Will you 
plan ahead so that you can enjoy the events and tak e good care of yourself or will you just 
let it go for this period of time?   
 

Live the true spirit of the holidays.  We celebrate  miracles and love during the Christmas 
season.  How will you celebrate the miracle of you?  Think about giving a gift to yourself.  
Write down something you would really like for the holidays that you will not get from any-
one else.  Put it on your list. 
 

As New Year’s approaches, what will be your resolut ion this year?   
Think of a specific goal, otherwise it will be too difficult to keep. 
 

Stay active.  Try a new or different activity.   
 

Be selective when you splurge.  Plan whose special treats you will eat.  
 

What is it you cannot resist?  Keep them out of the  house. 
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Next meeting will be December 19th at 8:15am.  This  month we are becoming the Brooke Road 
Bakers.  If you would like to help with The Parable  of Talents but are not sure what to do, this 
is your event.  We will be taking orders for Christ mas cookies and will meet this month to bake 
our orders. 

Submitted by Leslie Stanford 
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The Shaver family wishes to thank each and everyone  that sent cards, food or just extended 
their sympathy during the visitation and funeral fo r Jacki’s mother, Edna Gates.  Without your 
help it would have been a lot harder to get through .  We’re especially thankful for Pastor Chris’s 
guidance and caring, Vicki Jacobson’s help with Ker ren’s song, all the help from Lori, and my 
special friends that cooked, donated, and served th e meal after.  Thanks also to the quilt group, 
Sharon Albee, and Judy Parks for being beside me du ring the illness.  Mom loved that the peo-
ple at Brooke Road accepted her.   

                                    Love, Robert & Jacki Shaver 

Thank you so much for your generous gift of 180 pai rs of pajamas for adults and children.  
Your donation will be utilized in our Housing progra m and our MAYA’S House program 
which serves families who are homeless and working to reach self sufficiency. 
 

                                                                                                Cheryl  Rogers 
                                                                                                 Executive Director, Shelter Care 



Submitted by Vicki Jacobson 
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‘Twas the night before the cantata and all through the church 
 The director was searching for folks to rehearse, 
The music was placed on the podium with care, 
 In hopes that the singers would come to prepare. 
They searched through the folders, their music to f ind, 
 Fifteen were singing, with music for nine. 
When in the soprano section there arose such laught er, 
 She couldn’t even get the attention of Pastor. 
The men, who were patting themselves on the back, 
 Began teasing Steve, and giving him flack. 
Just as they quieted down in the loft, 
 Wouldn’t you know – Jack started to cough. 
Joanne explained now, that she had strep throat. 
 Poor Sharon’s voice couldn’t utter a note. 
Leslie’s introduction came off a bit sour, 
 The sopranos lacked in both number and power. 
The altos weren’t listening again to each other, 
 Vic rolled her eyes upward and muttered, “Oh, brot her.” 
With a sweep of her hand they all rose to their fee t, 
 She gave 4 for nothing to establish the beat. 
When what to her wondering ears should arise, 
 Angelic voices as if from the skies! 
Then floated forward a page from the back, 
 The tenors got lost – then ALL got off track. 
More rapid than given the tempo became, 
 She whistled, and shouted, and called them all nam es: 
“Now Shorty, hey Baldy, and you with the cough 
 Lighten up now or we won’t pull this off.” 
Back to page 1, to the top of the score, 
 Another interruption – what’s that at the door? 
Raising her head and turning around, 
 She can’t believe it – Gene comes in with a bound.  
He was dressed up all western from his foot to his head 
 Now with one more tenor they had nothing to dread.  
Vicki’s eyes – how they twinkled; her voice became merry, 

Just a few more songs – she’d be home with her Larr y. 
Laying her music aside with a sigh, 
 And giving a nod, she bid all good-bye. 
She sprang to her Jeep, and started to hum, 
 She knew that by Sunday this all would be done. 
Then they heard her exclaim as she drove out of sig ht, 
 “MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL – and they’d better get it right!” 
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Submitted by Leslie Stanford 

Thanks to everyone who donated items or helped with  our Annual  
Turkey dinner.  If you attended our dinner you shou ld have noticed 
some new additions to our table settings.  The UMW purchased all 
new glasses and pitchers for the church.  We have a lso added a  
two-burner stove to our kitchen. 
 

Thanks to JanLynn Druce Jones for speaking at our N ovember  
meeting. 
 

Our year is coming to a close and I want to thank a ll who have helped 
make our group a success.  We’re looking for some o ne to work with 
me leading this group in 2010 who could then transi tion into the chair-
person slot in 2011.  If there is anyone willing to  serve in this capacity 
or on the UMW Board, please contact me or Carol Scr ibner.  I will still 
help with UMW functions, but feel the need to conce ntrate my efforts 
in a different direction.   
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 We will not be meeting in December.  Our first mee ting of the year will be 
on Sunday, January 10, 2010.  A light lunch will be  served followed by dis-
cussions for our 2010 plans.  Anyone is welcome to be part of our team.  
God calls us all to be witnesses. 

Submitted by Leslie Stanford 
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Upcoming events at RUM: 
 

Sunday, December 27th      Peace Luncheon with Jim Winkler at Court Stree t UMC.  Jim is  
the General Secretary of the United Methodist’s Gen eral Board of Church and Society with 
offices on Capitol Hill and in the United Nations.  Lunch is $15 reservation.  Program will be-
gin at 1:30pm and is open to the public (free).  Pl ease call 815-965-8903 for more information. 
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All hands on deck!  We need LOTS of help with these . On 
Tuesdays (Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22) we will be wrapping gi fts at 
Cherry Vale Mall (lower level near Sears).  Ice Hog s Chari-
table Foundation has generously donated wrapping pa -
per, tape, and scissors; the mall provides the spac e and 
tables; we supply the wrappers and good cheer!   

 

We will also be wrapping at East State Street K-Mar t on 
December 12th   & 19th (Saturdays). Aqua-Aerobics will be 
our sponsor for this wrapping site.  

Here’s where the “fundraiser” part comes in: we 
are able to accept any money customers donate 
for the convenience of having their gifts wrapped.  
Can’t get much easier than that for a fundraiser!   
It does take a lot of time and wrappers, but we do 
have fun in the process.  If you can donate time on  
these Tuesdays and/or Saturdays, please see sign-
up sheets on parlor doors or contact church office 
(815-398-8914).  Thank you.  

������
������� 
��
����
�������
������� 
��
����
�������
������� 
��
����
�������
������� 
��
����
�� ���

����

������������	��
��������	�
����	�����������
�
����� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
 

Volunteer doctors, nurses, and social workers are h ere to give free   
basic health care (and referrals for more intensive  care) for the uninsured  

every Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm  (except holid ay weekends) 
at the First Presbyterian Church ~ 406 North Main S treet in Rockford. 

(one block north of the Coronado Theatre in downtow n Rockford ~ disabled accessible) 
 
 
 

Adults, age 18 years and older, with immediate medi cal needs and no insurance, are welcome.   
You will not be asked to pay for the medical care y ou receive.  No appointment necessary.   

For more information, call 815-494-1594 or go to ww w.thebridgeclinicrockford.com . 
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DATE:  December 12, 2009  
TIME:   9:00 am – 2:00 pm  

 

Brooke Road United Methodist Church 
1404 Brooke Road 
Rockford, IL 61109 

 

Would you like a family picture or a picture of your kids for Christmas??? 
 

Help Portrait is an event to help people & families get a picture in time for Christmas. 
A local photographer has donated his time and will be taking pictures during the  

Help Portrait event on Saturday December 12, 2009. 
You have your picture taken then come back the following Saturday  

and receive your FREE portrait. 
 

No Appointment needed, just show up.  We will have some clothing to  
choose from if you don’t have that special outfit to have your picture taken in. 
Each person having their picture taken will also receive FREE refreshments. 

 

For more information call the church office at 815-398-8914. 
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DATE:    December 12, 2009  
TIME:    10:00 am – 2:00 pm  

 

Brooke Road United Methodist Church 
1404 Brooke Road, Rockford IL 61109 

 

Christmas Decorations Artificial Trees Artificial Greens 
         Homemade crafts           Bake Sale  Chili Luncheon   
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7th______________ 
Brad & Boots Baxter 

 
 

15th______________ 
Ray & Carol Scribner 

 
 

17th______________ 
Jim & Georgia Joiner 
 
 

22nd______________ 
Steve & Jeralynn Cox 
 
 

23rd______________ 
Dale & Leslie Stanford 
 
 

24th______________ 
Chris & JanLynn Druce Jones 

2nd                                    3rd                                    7th_____________ 
Leslie Stanford           Nick Faerber                     Robert Smith 
 
 

8th                                    9th                                         10th____________ 
Jesse Perry                       Richard Albee                      Sarah Calgaro 
                                          Kyelena Haile                     Jon Juhlin 
                                          Shannon Pierce 

 

12th                                    15th                                     17th____________ 
Bob Fill                               Lori Vowles                        Larry Hairrell 
                                                                                   Bradley Penticoff 

 

19th                                    20th                                       21st____________ 
Robert McKinney               Gerry Oehring                   Ken Dodge 
 
 

22nd                                   28th_______________  _30th____________        
Bonnie O’Hara                  Elwood Meyers                Tyler Dobbs 

 

31st_____________________________________________________ 
Marvin Thompson 

 

Ian Long 
Joshua Mattson 
Jonathan Modler            

Jerry Nettles 

   Matt Cowan  
       Matt Crabtree  

Scott Dickson  
Mason Domanski    
Christine Tornow 

��������������������������������� 4����������4��	���4����������4��	���4����������4��	���4����������4��	���  
                          Marlys Jarvinen  
                            (Mary Olson’s mother)    

                                                                                    Lois Puls                        

        Kevin and Steve Talbott  

                         Marvin Thompson   
                                                       Bob & Barb Williams         

         Matthew Wittwer        

    7������	$����7������	$����7������	$����7������	$����  

    Hazel Haile  
Jean Nimz 

  Ida Quist                                                

Grace Rose 
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